
ALBERTA BEEF PRODUCERS 
MINUTES TO THE RESEARCH COMMITTEE MEETING 

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 3, 2020, 8:30 a.m. 

Present: Fred Lozeman - Chair 
 Darren Bevans - Zone 2 
 Graeme Finn - Zone 3 
 Rod Carlyon - Zone 7 
 Martin Clausen - Zone 7 
 Emil Dmytriw - Zone 8 
 Lori Kinnee - Zone 9 
 Jill Burkhardt - CCC 
 Craig Lehr - CFC 
 
Staff: Karin Schmid - Beef Production 
 Rosanne Allen - Office Administrator 
 
Guest: Reynod Bergen - BCRC 
 
Absent: Stuart Somerville - Zone 6 
 
 
Chair called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m. 
 
1. Adoption of Agenda 

(a) Additions and Adoption of Agenda: 

Motion by Lehr/Burkhardt: 

 “That the agenda be approved as presented.” 

Carried 
 
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

(a) Minutes of the February 21, 2020 conference call: 

Motion by Dmytriw/Kinee: 

 “That the minutes of the February 21, 2020 
Research Committee conference call be approved 
as presented.” 

Carried 
 
3. Financial Report 

(a) Financial Statement ending August 31, 2020: 

Motion by Finn/Clausen: 

 “That the financial statement be accepted for 
information purposes only.” 

Carried 
 
4. Decision Items 

(a) ABP Internal Funding LOI’s: 

ANH.17.20: A number of committee members rank this 
project as low, but scientists thought this was a good project. 
Is one feedlot enough for accurate test results. There are tools 
out there already for this and we have other projects that are 
more important to the industry. 

ANH.09.02: We have already looked at a large number of liver 
study proposals. 

ANH.29.20: there were no high rankings within the 
committee. This is similar to a project run by Tim McAllister. 

ANH.08.20: there is a similar project at the Research Facility 
in Saskatchewan looking at Corona virus specifically. Scours 
is one of the leading causes of calf morbidity and they are 
looking at 50 hears across Canada. 

ANH.03.20: This is quite similar to ANH.02.20 together it 
would be a stronger project. Members agreed that merging the 
two projects would make sense. There should be some 
negative controls on the projects. 

ANH.04.20: Committee and experts ranked this project quite 
high. With BRD we are seeing it later in cattle. It may be 
estopholis related. Is similar to ANH.27.20 

ANH.05.20: this does have implications for our animal health 
area. Johnnes is showing up more and more and it is a tricky 
virus to work with, but we need to do something to address it. 
How prevalent in Johnnes in Alberta. We have funded other 
projects but there doesn’t seem to be much progress on the 
disease. Members agreed it was worth asking the question and 
getting more information. 

ANH.02.20: see comments under ANH.03.20. 

ANH.27.20: This project is about learning how the gut 
microbiome develops and how it might be related to the lung 
microbiome. Some understanding around how all of this 
develops especially around immunity could be important. If 
we understand the disease better, we may be able to develop 
a vaccine to combat it. 

ANH.11.20: This funding is for the next phase of the project 
that we funded last year. We have been pushing for an on-
farm surveillance project. 

ANH.25.20: This builds off the elastrator project we were 
involved in. This will extend the study to 35 days past 
castration and extends the project to 3 years. This has also 
been submitted to ADF. 

ANH.06.20: This was a solid medium and the members 
wanted more information. 

ANH.20.20: Want to describe the role that viruses are playing. 

ANH.16.20: this project specifically looking at 
preconditioning. One of the issues is that this is a five-year 
project. They have a number of objectives, there is a lot going 
on in the project. Really like the concept but weren’t sure if it 
was to big and should be paired down a little bit. Members 
agreed to move it into the Red column. 

ENV.04.20: this is built on his previous work and we have no 
information on wild pigs. The project is a bit scattered and if 
we move forward, we will ask for a more focused approach. 
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If we don’t get control of the situation now, we could lose 
control of the problem. Move to green. 

FDE.05.20: This is a pure genetics project. There is some 
potential but there is not a lot of detail or specifics on the 
project. Move to green. 

ANH.07.20: this reads like supporting networking 
discussions. Not sure we need to pay for the quarterly 
conference calls. It might be worth it to support the project 
just so that it doesn’t die on the table. If it is just conferencing 
networking calls, we wouldn’t be interested in it. A 
communication system could potentially have value. If we ask 
for a full proposal there has to be clear outcomes on what they 
propose. Move to green 

KTT.07.20: We might want to move to a different delivery 
method; is there a better way to do this; the fact that people in 
the industry are unaware of the Code of Practice is 
concerning. If producers are unaware of the Code of Practice 
are they going to watch a webinar on it. We should support it 
in some way. If BCRC does not request a full proposal are we 
still interested in asking for a full proposal. Producers get their 
information from other producers and from vets. Move to 
green 

ENV.03.20: We haven’t developed a high level biometric yet 
and it doesn’t make sense to delve into deeper detail. From 
the national perspective this is not going to help a lot. The 
models that work for Alberta won’t work for other provinces. 
Move to red 

KTT.02.20: Part of the concern for the proposal is whether 
this is in the mandate of the Research Committee. It is a good 
idea but is it our job to push forward in this area. Move to 
green. 

(b) AF Funding LOI’s: 

FDE.04.20: they need to use off grade canola for the study to 
have any merit to producers. 

FDE.02.20: Move project to red. 

FDE.01.20: need the economics of hauling the hull to the 
farm. Move to red. 

FDE.10.20: move to red 

FRG.13.20: Make sure there is a field trial and to explain it 
clearly in the full proposal. 

FRG.05.20: Move to red FRG.14.20: Move to green 
FRG.03.20: Move to red FRG.15.20: Move to red FRG.02.20: 
Move to red 

FRG.08.20: Add a field trial; add species. Move to green 

ENV.01.20: If this doesn’t become green, we need to make 
sure they realize it is a time thing and not because we are not 
interested. Leave at yellow for know. 
 
5. Discussion Items 

(a) Written update will be circulated after the meeting: 

Schmid will send an update to the committee members after 
the meeting. 
 
6. In Camera 
 
 
7. Next Meeting and Upcoming Events 
 
 
8. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned on a motion by Dymtriw at 1:15 
p.m. 


