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Background: Polycrop mixtures (forage stands of 
several different forage species) may be useful to help 
achieve several grazing goals, including potential 
improvements in productivity or soil quality. Much of 
the work in Canada to date has focused on the use of 
these diverse mixtures for summer grazing, and 
although there is more to learn about the optimal 
species blends and agronomic management of 
polycrops for summer grazing, very little research has 
examined using them to extend the winter grazing 
period. 

Objective: The objective of this study is to explore the 
use of polycrop mixtures for swathgrazing.

Implications of the Research: This project will help to 
identify beneficial management practices to utilize 
polycrop mixtures for winter swath grazing. 
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SWATHGRAZING POLYCROPS 

Evaluation of polycrop mixtures for swath grazing, soil health and economics
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